THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
ceeded to a rapid and immense growth in numbers, wealth, and
area of control over the surface of the globe. They transformed
the whole material method of life in the process, and yet main-
tained complete stability throughout. This was the story of
England for more than eighty years—a story which would be in-
credible if we came upon it as an isolated fact, for there is nothing
comparable to it in all recorded history. That new and empty
lands should be occupied and settled, with a corresponding in-
crease in numbers and change in method, is a commonplace of
history, but in this case it was a society with the deepest roots
and by nature exceptionally conservative which so developed.
The scale and the rapidity of the thing make it something with-
out parallel: and, further, the accompaniment of the whole by
increasing security and increasing moral unity, in spite of the
prodigious external change, so powerfully affected the world
that England's inventions on the material side, English institu-
tions on the political, imposed themselves wherever the culture
of Christendom and the white European races held, and later
extended to an increasing part of the Pagan world. Railways
and Parliaments became the marks of the English impress upon
the globe in the nineteenth century (as the period is roughly
called), and it may be repeated briefly but without inaccuracy that
it was "the English Century.*' Those who lived in the atmo-
sphere of this prodigious advance came, especially towards its
close, to take it for granted—with a corresponding contempt for
those other societies which had not enjoyed the same fortune.
But to appreciate the scale of the thing we ought not thus to take
it for granted, but to stand outside it, seeing it for what it was—
the greatest expansion any state has known in such a brief period
of time
The thing had been launched long before the date of Waterloo;
the population of Great Britain had already increased by more
than half during the preceding century; the use of machinery
for production, of steam and therefore also coal as the motive
power of that machinery—these were beginning to be familiar to
a generation of men who were elderly at the time of Waterloo:
but it is only after Waterloo that the future becomes certain,
and there is a common character in all that lies between the final
defeat of Napoleon and the declaration of war against the
republics of the Orange Free State and the Transvaal.
While this unexampled extension of English affairs proceeded
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